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When making a lasting first impression with your home, curb appeal is everything. Upgrading the exterior of your property
doesn't just make it look better, or enhance your pride of ownership—it can significantly increase its value. Homes with high curb
appeal tend to sell quickly and at higher prices.

1. Front door upgrade

The front door is the primary focal point of your home's exterior, making it one of the most impactful upgrades you can complete
to increase curb appeal. A door with bold colours or a unigue design can create an immediate visual impact, drawing the eye and
making your property stand out from others in the neighbourhood.

Your front door makes a statement about your attention to detail and the pride you have in your property, which can potentially
translate to a psychological impact that elevates the overall perception of your home and its value in the local real estate market.

If you've decided to invest in more than a coat of paint, select a front door that aligns with the architectural style of your home
and enhances its overall aesthetic. Coherence in design helps to create an inviting and harmonious look. For example, go with
sleek, modern doors for contemporary homes, and traditional styles like Craftsman or colonial doors to add charm to classic
structures.

The material the door is made of plays an important role. Wood, fibreglass, or metal can convey different styles and
atmospheres. Wooden doors with intricate grain patterns can provide warmth, while metal doors offer a sleek, contemporary
look. The chosen finish can add texture or depth, enhancing visual interest.

Top trending front door colours in 2025 are greens—in all shades and saturations: sophisticated dark greens, nostalgic blue-
greens, and pale greens like sage and mint—rich blues, earth tones, wood finishes, deep rich purples, glossy pinks and
sophisticated shades of red, like oxblood or dark salmon.

2. Landscaping and hardscaping enhancements

Both landscaping and hardscaping can dramatically increase the curb appeal and perceived value of your home. They will
increase your family’'s enjoyment of the home and make it more attractive to visitors and potential buyers alike.

Landscaping is the art of designing outdoor spaces with plants, while hardscaping involves the non-living elements, outdoor
structures and spaces in your landscape design. Landscape includes the various soft or living elements such as grass, trees,
flowers and other plants. Hardscape covers design elements in your space like concrete, rocks, bricks, stone, pavers and wood
structures like decks and pergolas.

Incorporating a few colourful flower beds can create a welcoming atmosphere, and well-maintained beds signal to buyers that
you pay meticulous attention to detail and that your home has been well cared for. Fresh mulch placed around flower beds and
shrubs helps with moisture retention while suppressing the growth of weeds, giving a polished look to your landscape. A lush,
healthy, green lawn is at the foundation of curb appeal. Regular mowing, fertilization, weeding and watering ensure the grass
always looks its best.

Placing some potted plants near the entrance creates a charming focal point, and having identical pots on either side of the door
can frame the entryway beautifully. Strategic planting of trees and shrubs not only provides shade but gives the landscape
structure. Selecting plants that complement your home's architecture will create visual harmony.

Installing a pathway to your front door, made from stones, gravel, or pavers can add texture and interest to your yard, while
guiding visitors. Consider lining the paths with flowers to enhance their appeal. Bricks or stones can also be used to edge flower
beds to prevent grass encroachment while providing a clean, tidy appearance. Adding solar path lights and decorative fixtures
will not only improve safety for family and guests at night but highlighting landscaping features at night can create an inviting
ambiance.

While perhaps not always visible from the curb, adding outdoor living spaces such as patios or decks can expand your usable
space, while adding functionality. Trellises, pergolas, or garden benches and fire pits provide visual interest to your property and
create cozy spots that encourage relaxation.

3. A new garage door design

Garage doors occupy a substantial portion of a home's facade—up to 40% in some cases—making them one of the most visible
elements. A stylish new garage door that blends seamlessly with your home's design can elevate its curb appeal and perceived
value significantly.

Garage door replacements consistently rank as one of the top home improvement projects for return on investment (ROI).
According to Remodeling Magazine's 2024 Cost vs Value Report, garage door replacements boast the highest return on
investment (ROI) among home improvement projects, with an average national recoup rate of around 193.9%.

Adding windows or unique panel designs can make your garage door the focal point of the facade. There is a wide range of
customization options, with materials like wood, steel, or fibreglass, colours, finishes, and decorative hardware available to
complement your home's unique style.

4. Enhancing the exterior lighting

Enhancing the exterior lighting of your home is a powerful way to increase its curb appeal, security and the perceived value of
the property. Well placed lights can accentuate architectural details, such as columns, textured walls, or unique features, making
the house appear more stately and sophisticated after dark.

Well-lit walkways and entry points will not only safely guide your guests to the door but can help deter intruders. Exterior lighting,
such as string lights, lanterns and strategically placed spotlights, can create a welcoming ambiance, and they can transform your
outdoor spaces into cozy areas for relaxation and entertainment.

Exterior lighting can also enhance your home's landscaping, showcasing gardens and features. Lights can highlight trees,
shrubs, fountains and other garden features, ensuring that these elements are visible even after the sun sets. Smart fixtures, wi-fi
fixtures, and apps allow you to change colours or intensities according to seasons or events.

5. Fresh paint, siding and stone cladding

Fresh paint, siding, and stone cladding options are surefire ways to enhance your home's curb appeal and value during a
renovation. This year we can expect a blend of earthy tones and vibrant shades.

Earthy sage green is predicted to be a top exterior paint colour in 2025, pairing beautifully with white trim and warm wood, brick
or stone accents. It's both warm and welcoming, and sophisticated. Classic neutral tones, such as beige or taupe siding, framed
by crisp white soffits, gutters and corner strips, and a contrasting dark roof will be another exciting trend this year.

Soft warm, almost chalky oranges bring character and charm to exteriors, often as a secondary colour used on doors and
shutters. For contemporary designs, charcoal grey complements materials like wood, brick and stone, adding depth as an accent
colour. Rich browns are replacing black in 2025, offering warmth and depth to exteriors, accented by warm white trim.

Fiber cement siding is a top choice this year. It's tough enough to handle Canada’s winters and rainy springs. It mimics the look of
wood, providing the timeless aesthetic of traditional wood siding, with greater durability and rot resistance. It's low maintenance
and can last fifty years or more.

Stone-inspired designs are taking center stage in 2025, with manufactured stone veneers, or simulated stone and re-imagined
outdoor spaces. These versatile looks combine timeless aesthetics with fresh, innovative applications. Warm earthy hues, like
sand, terracotta, soft browns, and mahogany, will be making spaces feel cozy and inviting, while blending with your home's
natural surroundings.

6. Window and shutter updates

This year’s trending window and shutter transformations focus on combining modern aesthetics and functionality with
sustainability. An upgrade to energy-efficient windows, with double or triple panes and low-e coatings, will reduce the U-factor,
minimizing your energy costs, and they will appeal to eco-conscious buyers.

Floor-to-ceiling windows are creating a seamless indoor-outdoor connection this year, flooding interiors with natural light while
adding a sleek, modern aesthetic. Consider bold, black frames to provide a striking contrast to lighter exterior finishes. Clean
minimalist lines, and unique shapes such as circular or hexagonal windows, are adding architectural interest and timeless
elegance this year.

Window treatments such as motorized blinds, shades and shutters can integrate with smart home systems, with automated
controls that optimize your energy usage. These systems can also be controlled by voice or apps for enhanced comfort.

Louvered cafe-style shutters are making a strong comeback in 2025, adding charm while offering privacy and light control. Café
shutters only cover the lower portion of your windows, leaving the upper portion open. They are often used in combination with
blinds or curtains. Layered window treatments, that combine sheer curtains with heavier drapes and blinds offer versatility,
depth, and added insulation.

7. Upgraded walkways and driveways

Textured and patterned walkway and driveway designs are trending this year, with geometric patterns like chevron, herringbone,
and circular shapes offering a modern, artistic touch. For added depth and visual interest, interlocking stones, custom bricks, and
stamped concrete can complement your home's exterior style. Inlaid lighting within the paving or along edges can create a
dramatic nighttime effect while enhancing safety.

Eco-friendly options include permeable pavers are ideal for driveways and garden pathways. They allow rainwater to seep
through, to reduce runoff and promote sustainability. Grasscrete pavers combine greenery with durable grids that support light
vehicle traffic. Incorporating grass strips, flowering vines or ferns between pavers or surrounding landscape elements can soften
hardscapes to blend them with the natural environment.

8. A new roof or roof accents

A new roof represents a significant investment, but it's one that offers a high return in curb appeal and resale value. A
transferable new roof warranty significantly increases your home's resale value by providing potential buyers with long-term
peace of mind.

Cool roof technology is on trend this year, with reflective coatings and materials that reduce heat absorption while increasing
your home's energy efficiency. Other, eco-friendly options, like solar-integrated materials and green roofs, will also be popular
this year.

Sleek solar shingles and tiles blend seamlessly into the roof, delivering clean renewable energy without compromising the
aesthetics with rows of dark solar panels. Gaining some traction on BC's West Coast, living roofs with vegetation improve
insulation, and reduce urban heat, and they add a unique natural style element to West Coast Modern's exposed post-and-beam
structures, providing a seamless transition between the interior space and the home's natural surroundings.

Dormer windows or architectural shingles can be added for more character. Dormers add dimension to the roofline, breaking up
large, flat surfaces to create a more dynamic, visually appealing facade. Dormers also bring in more natural light to upper floors
and attics, which can make the interior spaces feel more spacious.

Architectural shingles mimic the look of slate, terracotta tiles or wood shakes to provide more depth and texture. These new roof
accent options allow you to personalize your roof while aligning with modern design trends.

9. Porch and patio enhancements

Porch and patio upgrades or additions serve as an extension of your living space. Trending biophilic and natural design elements
help blend these outdoor spaces seamlessly with the environment. Including wood, stone, and other organic materials creates a
timeless, authentic look. Adding some greenery, with vertical gardens, potted plants, or living walls, further enhances the
connection to nature.

Porches and patios are being transformed into year-round outdoor living rooms. With comfortable furniture made of weather-
resistant fabrics, fire pits and outdoor kitchens, these outdoor spaces are perfect for family evenings as well as hosting
gatherings.

Pergolas add visual interest, and practical 4-season functionality to your landscape, offering some additional shade and shelter
while allowing sunlight and air to pass through. Whether attached to the home or freestanding, these frameworks are supported
by columns, to support a grid with beams and rafters, providing shelter over a hot tub, fire pit or outdoor cooking space. They
also make excellent spaces for hanging plants.

10. Fences and gateways

A well-designed fence or gate can add privacy and character to your property. Horizontal slat fences offer a sleek, contemporary
design, for a clean and open look, perfect for modern homes or urban settings. They maintain privacy while adding visual
interest to your property.

Combining wood with metal or composite materials is another popular option this year, offering a unique, customized appearance
that blends durability with style. You can personalize your fence with intricate metalwork, lattice patterns, or integrated planters.
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