Think Thin

Unearth Something Unexpected

The Authentic Look of Clay Brick, Without the Weight
Boral Bricks Inc., America’s largest brick manufacturer, now
offers Boral Thin Brick Natural Clay Veneer, a simple way to
give any home the warmth and elegance of brick with easy
installation and lighter materials. When you want the look of
brick, but not the structure, Boral® Thin Brick is the perfect
solution.
Clay and shale; two of Earth’s most abundant natural materials
and the elemental building blocks for Boral Brick, Queen Brick
products. When your project calls for something with a lighter
touch, Boral ® Thin Brick, Queen Brick is the perfect go-to option

for your home. The signature look of full-dimensional clay brick
in a thin lightweight solution that lends itself to a whole new
world of possibilities.
Whether you’re a designer, architect, builder or homeowner,
“Thin” Brick opens many new design opportunities. In this
design guide we’ll cover some of the applications for Thin Brick,
a palette of exciting available colours, a game-changing new
brick design tool, Thin Brick’s technical specifications, a brief
introduction to the installation processes, and some resources
for obtaining additional information.
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myBoral Brick Designer App
In this app you’re able to browse Boral’s extensive catalog to
find the perfect brick for your design project. Colour palettes are
provided for each brick product, selected by professional colourists.
You can easily coordinate Boral brick with Cultured Stone® and
Sherwin-Williams® paint colours.
Browse the Boral® Catalog
The intuitive filters in the app allow you to access the the full catalog
and narrow down your selection selection while browsing. Big,
beautiful images make it easy to make the right selection for your
project.
Use it in Showrooms
You can provide a customized experience with the myBORAL
Brick Designer app, for you and your clients. It’s easy to filter out
products you don’t supply. In the app, tap the menu button, then
choose “Set Showroom Products”. You can then browse and select
the bricks you want to showcase.
Professionally Assembled Color Palettes
For each brick, professional colourists have already put together a
collection of beautifully coordinated palettes for you. Whether you
select one of those palettes, or draw inspiration from them, the
myBORAL Brick app can help you in your creative process.
Assemble Your Own Custom Color Palette
If you don’t see exactly what you’re looking for, you can fully
customize all of the myBoral colour palettes to suit your unique
style. Select from Cultured Stone® by Boral® products and
hundreds of Sherwin-Williams® paint colours to coordinate with
your brick.
Manage and Save Your Projects
Save your colour palettes and products to projects. You can pull up
your projects at any time to make final selections. If you’re working
on multiple projects or just want to refer back to them as part of the
creative process, the myBoral Brick Designer makes it easy and fun.
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Technical Specifications

Designer’s Introduction to the Installation Process
Adhered Thin Brick is bonded to its backing and depends upon it
for stability and strength. A mortar or modified mortar setting bed is
prepared and the thin brick is embedded to achieve the bond. Four
primary systems exist for installing adhered Thin Brick veneer: thick
set, thin set, modular panels and prefabricated panels.
1) Thick Set
The thick set installation
method for Thin Brick involves
applying Thin Brick with a
bond coat of mortar scratch
coat. This approach requires
a reinforcement layer of either
mesh or lath within the scratch
coat. This reinforcement helps
control cracking due to any
shrinkage ohe mortar behind the
3) Modular Panels
With modular applications,
Thin Brick are adhered or
mechanically secured to a
panel. The modular substrates
are usually made of metal, rigid
foam insulation, wood or another
material that has been fastened
to the substrate wall. The
systems often include integral
water resistant elements such
as drainage spaces or mats.
Unlike the thick set or thin set
installations, panels usually have
grooves, tabs or rails. These
help align the Thin Brick courses
and also provide support as the
mortar or adhesive cures.

2) Thin Set
The thin set installation method for Thin Brick involves adhering the
bricks directly to the substrate with a thin (3.2 mm) layer of adhesive or
modified mortar. The veneer surface closely mimics the surface of the
substrate. The thin set method does not include a reinforcement layer
of lath or mesh due to the reduced thickness. Cement backer board
is the recommended substrate, where veneer is installed over exterior
stud walls.

4) Prefabricated Panels
Thin Brick can be integrated
into architectural precast
concrete and tilt-up panels.
Thin Brick are usually placed
facedown into the form liner
and then concrete or fluid grout
is poured directly over the
back of bricks. Prefabrication
can also be accomplished by
building panel sections of wood
or steel framing.

Resources
Boral® Thin Brick (Canadian Stone)

Introducing myBoral Brick Designer

Boral® Thin Brick (Boral America)

Download myBoral Brick Designer
- App Store (iOS)
- Google play (Android)

Technical Notes on Brick Construction 28C (The Brick Industry Assoc.)

Quick Start Guide to the myBoral Brick Designer App

